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2010–11 ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Clare Folio Morris ’83, president; J. Chris Brown ’89, president-elect; Harriet 
Arnold Wilburn ’74, past president; Rebecca Ann Armacost ’89; Lynn Neely 
Bailey ’78; N. Staten Bitting, Jr. ’75; Frank W. Blackwell ’90; Sidney R. Bland 
’59; Mary Lou Walch Cagle ’69; Tricia Morgan Carswell ’82; Paul D. Goebel ’63; 
Michael L. Guynn ’91; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; Gail Laible Hughes ’83; 
L. Yates Johnson, Jr. ’59; Gwinn Earle Kneeland ’89; C. Todd Malo ’95;
James N. Martin ’79; Herman A. Matherson, Jr. ’79; Andrew C. Medlyn ’97; 
Matthew A. Miller ’99; Joseph C. Moon, Jr. ’76; William P. Morrow, Jr. ’54; 
Emmett L. Patrick ’56; Scott W. Raeber ’92; Gordon D. Seay ’61; Ellison L. 
Smith ’89; Leslie L. Smith ’91; Cynthia Black Sparks ’80; Connie Gartrell 
Williams ’74.
Ex-Of!cio and Other Members:  Rodney Smolla, president; Michael Gatchell ’91, 
vice president for development; Tom Triplitt ’76, director of Alumni Association; 
Tina Hayes Ballew ’78, associate director of Alumni Association; Cal Hurst ’04, 
president, Young Alumni Council; Kyle Volkmann ’11, president, Student 
Alumni Council; Patrick Wallace ’11, president, Student Government Association; 
Shannon Cantwell ’11, president, Senior Class.
Furman ALUMNI NEWS
92
Timothy Brown, drama teacher at 
Travelers Rest High School, was one of 10 
!nalists for the 2010-11 Greenville County 
Teacher of the Year Award.
Jason Hightower received the 2010 
Reba Ferguson Memorial Rookie of the 
Year Award from the Colorado Association 
of Elementary School Principals. The award 
recognizes principals in their !rst three 
years of the profession who demonstrate 
strong leadership qualities. He is principal 
at Meeker Elementary School.
Helen Rice is an associate with the 
Alpharetta, Ga., law !rm of Robinson 
& Miller, P.A. She practices estate planning, 
probate, guardianship, real estate, 
corporate governance and business law.
MARRIAGE: Ann Louise Eubanks and 
David William Schmitt, July 24. They live 
in St. Louis, Mo., where she is a physical 
therapist with Peg Therapies Inc. and he 
works at Monsanto World Headquarters.
93
Jeffrey Wilhelm practices real estate 
law with the Pittsburgh, Pa., !rm of Reed 
Smith.
94
BIRTHS: Chris and Angie Glotzbach 
Bryson, a daughter, Lily Reagan, June 16, 
Charleston, S.C.
Gregory and Heidi Bullock Dickens, a 
son, Parker Penn, June 26, Brevard, N.C.
95
Vance Jenkins (M.A.) has been 
appointed to the English faculty at the 
South Carolina Governor’s School for the 
Arts and Humanities in Greenville. He also 
teaches in the Undergraduate Evening 
Studies program at Furman. He has been 
admitted to the doctoral program at Drew 
University, where he will begin his studies 
in the summer of 2011. 
Kara Stewart has become pastor of 
Living Christ Lutheran Church in Flagstaff, 
Ariz. 
MARRIAGE: Monica Christine 
Rinkevich and Michael Eli Pathi, 
December 27. She owns a real estate 
investing !rm, and Michael works for 
Microsoft. They live in Atlanta.
BIRTHS: Jeff and Melissa Hammer, 
a daughter, Sophia Caroline, August 17. 
They live in Simpsonville, S.C., where Jeff 
is a channel marketing manager for 
Servosity. Missy is a department assistant 
for the history and Asian Studies depart-
ments at Furman.
Stephen and Heather VandeBrake ’96 
Hunt, a son, Stephen III, July 7. They live 
in Monterey, Calif., where Stephen 
is attending Naval Postgraduate School 
in the !eld of operations research.
Hadley and Laurie Steitler Panzer, 
a son, Ellison Walter Steitler Panzer, 
May 8, Asheville, N.C.
Ben and Stacie Snyder, a daughter, 
Brookelyn Avery, June 21. Stacie is a nurse 
at Spartanburg (S.C.) Regional Hospital, 
and Ben is an assistant professor of 
physical education at the University 
of South Carolina Upstate.
96
NEXT REUNION IN 2011
MARRIAGE: Edward Riley and Emily 
Schankweiler, May 14. They live in Travelers 
Rest, S.C.
BIRTHS: Greg and Kelly Riley Brooks, 
a son, Riley Jackson, February 25. They live 
in Longmont, Colo.
Matt and Mari Walker, a son, Matthew, 
Jr., March 30. After 13 years with two 
certi!ed public accountant !rms, Matt has 
joined First Bank of Miami (Fla.) as senior 
vice president and controller.
97
William Priestley is a graduate assistant 
in the athletics department at Campbell 
University in Buies Creek, N.C., working 
as a broadcaster and technician. He is 
also studying for a master’s degree in 
education.
Doug Reed has opened Electric City 
Eye Care in Anderson, S.C. 
BIRTHS: Noel and Caroline Dillard 
Brownlee, a son, Benjamin Dillard 
Brownlee, October 23, 2009, Greenville. 
Caroline is an internist at Internal Medicine 
Associates.
Barton and Marcela Jenkins, a daughter, 
Courtney Anne, July 28. They live in Clover, 
S.C.
Jim and Amy Pattillo, a daughter, Abigail, 
May 14. Jim practices with the law !rm 
of Norman, Wood, Kendrick & Turner in 
Birmingham, Ala. He has been named 
second vice chair of the Defense Research 
Institute Young Lawyers Committee and 
will serve as chair in 2012-13. 
98
BIRTHS: Thomas and Rosetta Mowbray, 
a daughter, Elizabeth Rose, June 27, 
Greenville.
Jeff and Lauren Youngs, a daughter, 
Greyson Emery, August 27. Jeff is an 
operations manager for USIS, the leading 
provider of background investigations 
to the federal government. Lauren is a 
physical therapist with Amedisys. They live 
in Cumming, Ga.
99
Aaron Merritt, a physical science teacher 
at Greenville High Academy, was one of 10 
!nalists for the 2010-11 Greenville County 
Teacher of the Year Award.
MARRIAGES: Heather Coffey and 
Christopher Farmer, July 3. They live in 
Leesburg, Va.
Leigh Ann Williamson and Christopher 
Allan Oden, May 16. They live in Columbia, 
S.C., where she is employed by the 
Department of Health and Environmental 
Control and he by Blue Cross Blue Shield. 
BIRTH: Jamar and Cameisha 
Merriweather Barnes, a son, Joel Elijah, 
June 20. They live in Lithonia, Ga.
00
Tyler Thigpen of Cambridge, Mass., 
began the Mid-Career Master in Public 
Administration degree program in July at 
Harvard University’s Kennedy School of 
Government. 
Jordan Tidrick recently moved to 
Shenyang, China, where she teaches high 
school science at the Shenyang Paci!c 
Academy. The academy is a new school for 
Chinese nationals seeking Western-style 
education in preparation for college in the 
United States, Canada and Europe. 
MARRIAGE: Ashley Wayne Lowder 
and Maya Eva Lake, March 27. He is 
employed by Sunland Distribution and she 
is self-employed. They live in Greenville.
BIRTHS: Jeff and Kate Hanmer Elkins, 
a son, Jude Benson, June 28, Atlanta.
Pete and Shana King, a daughter, Anna 
Marie, May 11, Alexandria, Va. Pete 
practices business law and estate planning, 
and Shana teaches in the Fairfax County 
Schools.
Matt ’96 and Jennifer Elliott Mathis, 
a daughter, Ansley Cate, June 27. They live 
in Gaffney, S.C.
Will and Reid Breckenridge ’01 
Murphy, a daughter, Bennett Elizabeth, 
June 6, Greenville.
Robert and Kimberly Craig Proctor, 
a son, Levi Ellis Slate, March 16. Kimberly 
is director of admissions for the Clemson 
University MBA program.
Noel and Dayna Schoonmaker, a daugh-
ter, Nora Kate, July 20. They live in Valdese, 
N.C.
Michael and Emily Smith White, a son, 
Samuel Carlton, July 30, Durham, N.C.
TOP HONORS FOR SUSAN SHI, JEANNE DAVIS
FURMAN SHOWED ITS APPRECIATION for Susan 
Thomson Shi, the university’s First Lady from 1994 to 
2010, by awarding her an honorary Doctor of Humanities 
degree during Opening Convocation September 2.
 Shi (left in photo), who holds a doctorate in 
curriculum and instruction from the University of 
North Carolina, was recognized for her superb work 
as an ambassador for Furman and for her extensive 
contributions to public education in the city and state. 
Having served on many boards and panels that have 
worked to improve and expand opportunities for the 
state’s students, she is currently involved with the South 
Carolina Institute for Child Success, a collaborative effort 
among agencies, educational institutions and non-
pro!t groups through which the physical, emotional 
and developmental needs of the state’s young children 
will be addressed.
 In addition, the university presented the Bell Tower 
Award to Jeanne Saunders Davis ’56 of Lexington, N.C.,  
for her commitment and devotion to alma mater. 
Described as “a role model for Furman volunteers,”  
Davis is a member of the executive committee of the 
Advisory Council and a past member of the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors. She has been a class 
agent and a member of the Annual Giving Council,  
and she has been active in reunion planning, the Paladin 
Club and the Furman Admission Network.
 The smiley-face stickers she and Shi wear are in 
tribute to Davis’ late husband, Lonnie.
 Furman also announced that during the summer 
it had awarded an honorary Doctor of Humanities 
degree to Mamie Jolley Bruce of Greenville. She pro-
vided the founding gift for the Bridges to a Brighter 
Future program, which for almost 15 years has helped 
high school students from economically challenged 
backgrounds realize their dreams and pursue their 
personal and educational goals. (See page 26.) Bruce 
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